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Scott's orders from the Admiralty were discon-
certing. He was instructed to abandon the Dis-
covery if she could not be freed in time to proceed
North with the relief ships.

Wilson, having spent ' most of a night in trying
to take in a year's news'* was back at Gape
Royds studying the life there, and taking hourly
observations on the tide; and there on the 7th
Scott rejoined him to get two days' quiet and
consider the situation. He could not bear the
thought of abandoning the Discovery, but 20 miles
of relentless ice 7 feet thick, with a margin of only
six weeks for it to break, still lay between her and
the freedom of the seas. Experiments with explo-
sives proved hardly more effective than the abortive
sawing operations, and the Terra Nova's gallant
attempts to butt it even less.

Old friends and new, in twos and threes, came
to visit Wilson in his lonely camp : Ferrar and an
officer of the Morning had the luck to be with him
on the day that he bagged the first Sea Elephant
yet seen in the Antarctic. A scientific descrip-
tion of this monster, and of its capture, may be
read in his article in ^oology above-mentioned :
his Journal records :

He was about as ugly a beast to walk dose up to as

1 Among the letters that pleased him most, next to his
special home-letters, was a message of good wishes subscribed
with 158 signatures, from St. George's Hospital men, at their
annual dinner presided over by Sir Clifford Allbutt. A
letter from Shaddeton also contained the welcome news that
the Illustrated London News would be pleased to accept work
from him. This oSer was made on the strength of his paint-
ings in the South Polar Times which Shaddeton had shown
to the Editor.